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buildings, but a strongly fortified hill overlooking
the station defied all their efforts. All night they
lay in the positions they had won, and renewed the
attack next day. I rode down with Feisal and Zeid
to watch the attack from the newly won heights of
Semna, while Lawrence and Maynard went with
the two French mountain-guns on the right. The
Arab army again fought magnificently, but they lost
very heavily; gun ammunition ran out; the
Bedouin horsemen failed to co-operate : and as
evening fell the attack was abandoned.
It is easy to be wise after the event, especially
when, as a matter of fact, one has also been wise
before it, but it is hard to blame Feisal for having
been carried away by his success at Semna and by
the appeals of his officers. No one could have
fought more bravely than his regulars did that day,
and if there had only been a few more of them and
the guns had had a few more rounds of ammunition
he would have been justified in playing for the larger
stake. As it was there was nothing to be done but
to sit down and recuperate, and evolve some new
scheme. A small ray of light in the gloom was
Dawnay's Tel ash Shahm operation. Two stations
were taken in fine style and a break made in the line
which was never afterwards repaired. It only
remained to do the same thing north of Maan for
the whole Turkish force on the Hejaz railway to be
put permanently out of action.